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PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

of Pope Benedict XVI  

Heavenly Father, raise up among us abundant and holy voca-

tions to the priesthood to keep the faith alive and serve the 

sacred memory of your Son Jesus through the preaching of 

his word and the administration of the Sacraments with 

which you continually renew your faithful people.  

Grant us holy ministers of your altar who are careful and 

fervent guardians of the Eucharist, the Sacrament of the su-

preme gift of Christ for the redemption of the world.  

Call ministers of your mercy, who, through the sacrament of 

Reconciliation, spread the joy of your forgiveness.  

Grant, O Father, that the Church may welcome with joy the 

numerous inspirations of the Spirit of your Son and, faithful 

to his teachings, may she care for vocations to the ministerial 

priesthood and to the consecrated life.  

Sustain the Bishops, priests and deacons, consecrated men 

and women, and all the baptised in Christ, so that they may 

faithfully fulfil their mission at the service of the Gospel.  

This we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Mary, Queen of Apostles, pray for us.  

A LETTER FROM HIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP 

 

Dear Father,  

    I have recently been contacted by CAFOD following the terri-

ble earthquakes in Syria and Turkey earlier this 

week.  CAFOD’s local experts are already on the ground and 

responding to the needs of those affected. CAFOD is currently 

prioritising its emergency response towards Syria, where access 

is particularly challenging, but where its local partners are par-

ticularly well able to offer support. 

     As we pray for all those affected by the earthquake and we 

prepare for Family Fast Day on Friday 3 March, I would be 

grateful if you could share with your parishioners the following 

message from CAFOD: 

CAFOD Syria-Turkey Earthquake Appeal 

CAFOD is responding with support of provision of food, water, 

shelter, medical assistance, and winter kits for survivors. Your 

donations in recent months have made that quick response 

possible. Let us join CAFOD in praying for our sisters and brothers 

affected by the earthquakes and the winter weather. Your support for 

CAFOD throughout the year allows our Catholic agency to act 

quickly when disasters strike. For more details visit CAFOD’s Syria 

Turkey Emergency Appeal online at Prayer for the people of Turkey 

and Syria affected by the earthquakes (cafod.org.uk)  

With my thanks, together with my prayers and kindest wishes. 

Yours devotedly in Christ 

Bernard Longley 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/turkey-and-syria-earthquake-prayer
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/turkey-and-syria-earthquake-prayer

